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best topographical maps, ami all things necessary to
master any possible situation.
His one weakness as a climber was an ambition always,
if possible, to spend the night in the open air, in the midst
of the great rocks, for he loved grandeur ami the sim-
plicity of nature.
His eventual achievement was the crossing of Monte
Rosa from MacugnagA across to Marinelli Gorge, passing
for the first time on record the hill Zumstcin, Having
reached the Marmelli Hut, which was itself ten thousand
feet high and in a very primitive condition, he spent the
following day, July 3ot;h, in arduous climbing across the
large dreaded gorge in the direction of limscngruckcn*
then across the glacier between the Zumstein ami the
Dufour, Finally he performed an acrobatic feat by
crossing the masses of reddish gneiss forming the summit*
Eventually he and his party touched the Punter Mst,
which together with the AOer 1 luchste forms the Dufour
peak*
He had won his victory, but it was 8 pan, lie then
writes himself: ^Driven by the wind which at this altitude
is insupportable, and by advancing night, we quickly
descended, until about thirty metres lower we found a
ledge almost clear of snow, and here we took shelter as
best we could* The aneroid indicated 4,600 metres
above sea level,, about 15^ 180 feet***
During that night they had the most nerve-wracking
part of their climb. They had to remain or* foot on the
narrow vertiginous ledge, unable to turn round or
advance, under penalty of being precipitated into the
abyss, only able to stamp their feet to prevent them
freezing. The coffee* wine and eggs were frozen solid